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A. EDUCATION 

"Above all things I hope the education of the common people will be attended to, convinced that on their good sense we may rely with the most security for the preservation of a due degree of liberty."

--Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 1787

We hold that education is the key to effective participation in democracy by all Oklahomans. As such, we seek to make education the first priority of our state government.
1. Greens support educational diversity. We hold no dogma absolute, continually striving for truth in the realm of ideas. We open ourselves – consciously and intuitively – to truth and beauty in the world of nature. We view learning as a lifelong process to which all people have an equal right.  

2. In Oklahoma, educators are experiencing increasing interference in the classroom from governing bodies that comes in the form of scrutinizing pedagogy and standardizing curriculum for the stated purposes of improving student learning outcomes.  The end result of such measures stifles creativity and adds a layer of bureaucracy that burdens instructors with more work that alienates them from their truest purposes in the classroom. We oppose this interference in the educational process.
3. Teacher salaries in Oklahoma rank among the lowest in the nation, and average classroom size ranks among the highest.   Thus, even the most inspired and gifted instructors battle with low morale.  More significantly, students do not receive the individualized attention they need and deserve, and their education suffers.  In the classroom itself, students are becoming increasingly marginalized from their own education, as teachers, in an effort to manage the population, resort to lecture that requires the students to memorize rather than think, and objective exams that ask students to regurgitate information rather than fully comprehend it. We support higher teacher salaries and improved student-teacher ratios, particularly at the elementary level, where research indicates the strong effects of low student-teacher ratios.

4. Oklahoma schools have for too long not supplied teachers with the resources necessary to do their work. Most teachers expend significant amount of money each semester on basic classroom supplies, a severe hardship on their personal finances when they are paid so little. We call for adequate funding for teacher supplies.

5. Education starts with choice, including the choice of public, private, or home-based education. Within public education, we support broad choices including “Magnet schools,” “Site-based Management,” “Schools within Schools,” and other alternative models.

6. We advocate creative and noncompetitive education at every age level, and the inclusion of cultural diversity in all curricula. We encourage “hands on” approaches that encourage a multitude of individual learning styles.  In addition to the teaching of traditional academic subjects, we support efforts to teach skills that have a positive association with lifetime success – including “soft skills” such as teamwork, creative problem-solving, leadership, interpersonal skills, and the ethic of hard work.
7. We support the primary role of parental involvement in their children’s education. We advocate initiatives to support parents in this task, especially when so many face economic conditions that demand a greater deal of time spent away from home. 
8. Student responsibility is key to developing intrinsic capabilities. Greens hold strongly to the empowerment of individuals; therefore, we support each student’s efforts to achieve his or her fullest potential as an individual, whether or not their plans after high school graduation include a career, college, or other forms of post-secondary education.
9. State educational funding formulas need to be adjusted as needed to avoid gross inequalities between districts and schools. Educational grants should provide necessary balance to ensure equal educational access for minority, deprived, special needs and exceptional children. In higher education, funding for the Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant (OTAG) program should be increased so that no qualified student would be denied the chance to pursue higher education. 
10. We support after-school programs for “latchkey” children and increased state aid for day care programs for working single parents. 
11. Principals are also essential components in effective educational institutions. We encourage state Departments of Education and school boards to deliver more programmatic support and decision-making to the true grassroots level – i.e., the classroom teacher and school principal.
12. Use of computers in the early grades should not supplant the development of basic interpersonal, perceptual and motor skills as a foundation for learning.
13. We call for the development of “peace education” activities at all levels of education. These activities would include the teaching of conflict resolution methods, a proper respect for universal human rights, international law and the freedom of individuals to participate as responsible members or our global civic society. 
14. We support a host of innovative and critical educational efforts to promote high school completion such as bi-lingual education, career exploration activities, summer enrichment programs, individual and group mentoring activities, and youth apprenticeship programs. 
15. Non-violent dispute resolution techniques should be taught to all students.
16. We are deeply concerned about the intervention in our schools of corporations that promote a culture of consumption and waste. Students should not be exposed to commercials during school hours. Schools must safeguard students’ privacy rights and not make available private student information upon corporate request. 
17. Within higher education, we oppose military and corporate control over the priorities and topics of academic research.
18. As more members of our state's workforce enter their retirement years, Oklahoma will face shortages of workers in many high-skill areas (nursing, respiratory care, etc.).  We support Oklahoma’s CareerTech system and other innovative means to meet this critical need.
19. In an economy that demands higher skills and a democracy that depends on an informed, educated electorate, opportunities for universal higher education and life-long learning must be vastly expanded.

a.)  Short of tuition-free schooling, student-loans should be available to all students attending college, and they should be repayable as a proportion of future earnings, rather than at a fixed rate. 

b.)  On the same terms, individualized training accounts should be made available to students who choose to pursue vocational and continuing education. 

c.)  We support the continued development of Oklahoma’s system of One-Stop Career Centers so that students, workers, and job-seekers may have easy access to reliable information about job opportunities, career counseling, and financial assistance for skill training.
d.)  We support the expansion of Adult Basic Education services and GED Preparation classes, including programs that provide work-based instruction in cooperation with participating employers.
e.)  Workers who involuntarily lose their employment through no fault of their own, should be provided with special re-employment assistance. We support voluntary worker retraining programs and income maintenance programs such as Unemployment Insurance benefits.
f.)  To meet the demand for workers in high-growth occupations, we support the creation of  local “skills alliances” that provide job training, recruitment, and job retention services through a partnership of businesses, schools, and labor unions.
20. We oppose the exploitative tactics of military recruiters in High Schools. We believe school districts should provide equal access to literature and speakers that discuss non-violent alternatives to military service for those students who might be prey for recruiters. We oppose schools giving recruiters access to personal student information without parental consent.

21. Arts and Humanities programs in Oklahoma schools are being threatened with budget cuts beyond those that other disciplines face.  Consequently, the educational system robs students of not only understanding the value of and the problems inherent in their culture and its history, but also the creative and critical faculties that liberal and fine arts courses seek to develop, which is where the true purposes of education reside.

22. We advocate incorporating multi-cultural arts education studies and activities into every school curriculum with appropriate funding and staffing, and encourage local artists and the community to contribute time, experience, and resources to these efforts. 

24. We are opposed to the use of corporal punishment in public schools.

25. We support physical education and wellness instruction on an equal basis for all students. The iInordinate resource commitment of competitive sports should not be at the expense of non-competitive physical educational activities.

26. While open to measures to reduce administrative costs (i.e. shared superintendents, school cooperatives, etc.) we are opposed to the consolidation of local rural school districts. We believe that schools are best governed by citizens elected by the community. Local school boards are a fundamental part of rural democracy.

B. Aging 

The aging of our state's population will pose special challenges for Oklahoma policy-makers.  During the next 10 years, the number of Oklahomans of retirement age (65 and older) will increase 3.5 times faster than the growth rate for young Oklahomans (under age 25).  

As a result, our state will need to give greater attention to healthcare, senior housing, public transportation, services for people with disabilities, etc.  More and more Oklahomans will want to spend their senior years living in a safe, clean, and healthy environment.  There will be in increasing demand for elder-related services. 

Many of these concerns are addressed elsewhere in this platform, but specific concerns on this issue include:  

1. We call for an increased respect for Senior Citizens in civic society. It is unfortunate that our society deems our most valuable and wise citizens to be “burdens.” It is time that we learn from those who have gone before us.

2. We call for increased enforcement of laws regulating nursing homes and assisted living facilities. Those who are guilty of the abuse or neglect of Senior Citizens should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

3. We oppose all forms of employment discrimination based upon age.

4. Oklahoma has and likely will continue to be an attractive home for retirees on fixed income. We welcome their contribution to our state’s intellectual and financial capital.

C. The Arts
Freedom of artistic expression is a fundamental right and is a key element in empowering communities and moving us toward sustainability and respect for diversity. Artists can create in ways that foster healthy, non‑alienating relationships between people and their daily environments, communities, and the Earth. This can include both artists whose themes advocate compassion, nurturance, or cooperation; and artists whose creations unmask the often-obscure connections between various forms of violence, domination, and oppression, or effectively criticize aspects of the very community that supports their artistic activity. The arts can only perform their social friction if they are completely free from outside control.

1. We support alternative, community‑based systems treating neither the artwork nor the artist as a commodity.

2. We advocate the elimination of all laws which censor artistic expression, including withholding of government funds for political or moral content.

3. We call for increased funding for the arts appropriate to their essential social role at all levels of government. Particularly we favor community‑funded programs that employ local artists for public art programs, including but not limited to: artists in schools, public performances, exhibitions, murals, design or re‑design of parks and public areas, storytelling and poetry reading, and publication of local writers.

4. We support the decisions of artists to make responsible choices of non‑toxic, renewable, or recyclable materials, and to choose funding sources not connected with social injustice or environmental destruction.

5. We call for increased support for arts education programs in the community that will energize the creativity of every community member from the youngest to the oldest, including neglected groups such as teenagers, senior citizens, prisoners, immigrants, and drug addicts. 

6. We support continued state funding for the Oklahoma Education Television Authority, a conduit for arts and educational programming for all of Oklahoma.

D. HEALTH CARE

The Green Party of Oklahoma considers health care a basic human right, and therefore supports a single-payer national insurance program. This program would be publicly financed at the national level, administered locally, and privately delivered. Private physicians, hospitals, and other health care providers would remain private and competitive, with consumers be given the power to vote with their feet for quality health care. Such a program would cover all standard medical procedures for the prevention and treatment of physical and mental illness on an equal basis. All Americans would be covered regardless of employment, income, housing, age, or prior medical condition.

1. We endorse a national single-payer insurance plan and demand that Congress again propose and act to support the practical and moral imperative of Universal Health Care. Major features of this health care legislation should include:

a.) Universal access; 

b.) Freedom of health care choices; 

c.) Substantial cost savings; 

d.) Comprehensive benefits without insurance premiums, deductibles or co-payments, including hospital and physician care, prescription drugs, dental and vision care, reproductive and preventative care, and defined mental health benefits; 

e.) A focus on health services for underserved communities including the rural and minority communities; 

f.) And continued support of medical research.

2. We favor efforts to adequately protect and fund Medicare and Medicaid.

3. The prices of all kinds of medication must be publicly supervised, with federal controls, and be set with respect to the needs of patients and consumers, instead of demands for commercial profit.  Federal patents for new drugs should be limited to one year in duration. 

4. Successful reform of our health care system must start with prevention; this includes wellness education, diet, nutrition, and exercise. 

5. We support a wide-range of health care services that provides the patient with the choice between both traditional and alternative healing approaches. 
6. We oppose the arrest, harassment or prosecution of anyone involved in any aspect of the production, cultivation, transportation, distribution or consumption of medicinal marijuana. We also oppose the harassment, prosecution or revocation of license of any health‑care provider who gives a recommendation or prescription for medicinal marijuana. We are opposed to Federal interference in state-regulation of medical marijuana.

7. As a matter of appropriate professional responsibility, we support informed consent laws to educate consumers to potential health impacts.

8. Primary care, through a renewed attention to family medicine as opposed to increased medical specialization, is appropriate and necessary. 

9. Special attention must be given to women’s health issues, including breast cancer prevention and treatment, and reproductive health. Gender bias in health insurance and research must be eliminated. For too long have women’s health care needs been undermined.

10. We call for adequate social and health services being made available to those who have special needs: the mentally ill, the handicapped, those who are terminally ill. 

11. We call for wider implementation of hospice care, especially in rural Oklahoma. We also call for hospice care providers to not be be inappropriately sanctioned for essential prescribing pain relievers.  No one should have to suffer unnecessarily.

12. We believe an all out campaign must be waged against AIDS and HIV, and we will press for the implementation of the recommendations of the National Commission on AIDS. We call for prevention awareness and access to condoms to prevent the spread of AIDS. We condemn HIV-related discrimination; would make drug treatment and other programs available for all addicts who seek help; would expand clinical trials for treatments and vaccines; and speed up the FDA drug approval process.

13. In matters of international trade, the United States must respect the measures other nations take to ensure public health, and must not use medication, medical equipment, and other medical necessities -- and threats of withholding them -- as leverage for political reasons or as extortion for the sake of commercial profit.  We oppose any embargo or economic sanction that would cause the suffering of innocent civilians. 

14. We call for the repeal of 21 O.S. 841-842 (which forbids the giving of tattoos in Oklahoma), to be replaced by a comprehensive licensing scheme for Oklahoma tattoo artists, similar to that of Texas.

15. We call for increased funding of mental health centers and the guarantee of treatment for people who seek mental health services.  We especially call for increased funding for suicide prevention efforts.

E. Economic Justice

The Green Party of Oklahoma believes in the values of community and mutual support. We reject the individualistic model and instead call for a radical paradigm shift in our attitude toward support for families, children, the poor and the disabled. Such support must not be given grudgingly; it is the right of those in present need and an investment in our future. We must take an uncompromising position that the care and nurture of children, elders and the disabled are essential to a healthy, peaceful and sustainable society. We should recognize that the work of their caregivers is of social and economic value, and reward it accordingly. Only then can we hope to build our future on a foundation of healthy, educated children who are raised in an atmosphere of love and security.

1. We believe that all people have a right to food, housing, medical care, a living wage job, education, and support in times of hardship.

2. We believe that Oklahoma should provide for most of its own food and energy needs. We support efforts to meet these basic needs locally, including (but not limited to) the Oklahoma Food Cooperative project, local farmers markets, the Oklahoma Sustainability Network, and (list any other such causes of this nature that we want to lend support to here)
3. We call for all Oklahomans, both urban and rural, to take the revolutionary and empowering act of growing one’s own food. We support efforts to increase the wealth of knowledge in responsible gardening methods. We call for increased availability of community gardens in urban areas.

4. We believe that work performed outside the monetary system has inherent social and economic value, and is essential to a healthy, sustainable economy and peaceful communities. Such work includes, but is not limited to: child and elder care; homemaking; voluntary community service; continuing education; participating in government; and the arts.

5. We call for restoration of a federally funded entitlement program to support children, families, the unemployed, elderly and people with disabilities, with no time limit on benefits. This program should be funded through the existing welfare budget, reductions in military spending and corporate subsidies, and a fair progressive income tax. 

6. We call for a graduated supplemental income, or negative income tax, that would maintain all individual adult incomes above the poverty level, regardless of employment or marital status.

7. We advocate reinvesting a significant portion of the military budget in family support, living wage job development, and work training programs. Publicly funded work training and education programs should have a goal of increasing people’s employment options at living wage jobs.

8. We support public funding for the development of living wage jobs in community and environmental service, for example, environmental clean-up, recycling, sustainable agriculture and food production, sustainable forest management, repair and maintenance of public facilities, neighborhood-based public safety, aids in schools, libraries and childcare centers, and construction and renovation of energy-efficient housing. 

9. The accumulation of individual wealth in the U.S. has reached grossly unbalanced proportions. It is clear that we cannot rely on the rich to regulate their profit-making excesses for the good of society through “trickle-down economics”. We must take aggressive steps to restore a fair distribution of income . We support tax incentives for businesses that apply fair employee wage distributions standards, and income tax policies that restrict the accumulation of excessive individual wealth.

10. Forcing welfare recipients to accept jobs that pay wages below a livable income (“a living wage”) drives wages down and exploits workers for private profit at public expense. We reject “workfare” as a form a slave labor.

11. Corporations receiving public subsidies must provide livable wage jobs, observe basic workers rights, and agree to affirmative action policies. 

F. Labor  

"Labor Omnia Vincit” (Labor Conquers all)
The Oklahoma State Motto

The concepts of economic and workplace democracy must be expanded in management-labor negotiations because the company’s decisions affects not only the bottom line, but also the company’s employees, its customers, and the community as a whole. In order to protect the legitimate interests of these various constituencies, as well as the natural environment, people in each of these groups must be empowered to participate in economic decision-making. 

1. In the private sector, we acknowledge the many challenges responsible small business must overcome to remain competitive with big business, and we support addressing these obstacles by creating cooperative relationships and effective communication in the workplace. 

2. We support the enactment of a state minimum wage that would be set at a rate of 125% of that of the federal minimum wage. 

3. We support public polices that help workers to achieve a healthy work/life balance, including measures to provide Family Medical Leave, paid leave for parents to attend school conferences, and full enforcement of the Fair Labor Standards Act. We call for the civil and/or criminal prosecution of any business that 

(a) Requires their employees to work off the clock so as to avoid paying overtime.

(b) Practices discrimination in their hiring or promotion practices

4. We endorse federal legislation to address problems associated with large plant closings; workplace safety  and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) reform; and National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) reform. 

5. We endorse legal rights to organize and join unions with democratically elected leadership in both the public and private sectors. 

6. We encourage the use of mediation as a tool for resolving disputes in the workplace. 

7. We support the right to strike without being “permanently replaced.”

8. We support employee stock ownership plans (ESOP’s) with functioning, democratic structures; and cooperative ownership and management.

9. We call for the repeal of the so-called “right-to-work” law.

G. CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

The advent of “prison industrial complex” in Oklahoma is disgraceful. We hold that the criminal justice system in both the state and federal levels has become divorced from its primary functions: the prevention of violent crime and the rehabilitation of offenders. For too long has the criminal justice system has focused on treating the symptom of criminal activity while ignoring the primary causes of crime: poverty, hopelessness, and a violent culture.

1. Any attempt to combat crime must begin with restoration of community, through positive approaches that build hope, responsibility and a sense of belonging. It is our belief that the growing fear of violent crime is caused by the dissolution of the bonds of community. Crime is the symptom of this societal breach in relationship, so we support efforts towards restorative justice.

2. We condemn the terrible inequities within the criminal justice system, the systemic injustice and prejudice, the lack of adequate legal representation for the poor and under privileged, and the gross punishments mandated under punitive sentencing laws that fill the jails, prisons and penitentiaries with non-violent offenders. 
3. We oppose further privatization of prisons, and call for the state of Oklahoma to resume control of all institutions where state inmates are incarcerated. In cases where prisons ought to be closed, we call for the state to invest in alternative sources of employment for those who once were employed by the prison(s).

4. We encourage our political leaders to remember that “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” With the costs of maintaining a prisoner far outstripping the costs of providing that same person education or job training, we believe it is only appropriate to focus on where our societal intervention can be most successful and effective. 

5. We believe that law enforcement should focus its energies on the prevention of violent crime and the apprehension of those who commit violent crimes. 

6. While toughening penalties for violent crimes, it is inappropriate to have a de facto policy of leniency to “white collar crime.” We believe broad corporate crime legislation should be enacted and enforced. 

10. We recommend establishing effective, independent civilian review of complaints of police and jailor misconduct.

11. We support Oklahoma Constitution, Article II, § 26 which provides for lawful but regulated gun ownership. We call for more effective enforcement of existing state and federal gun control laws.

12. We support “community sentencing” for non-violent offenders as an alternative to incarceration.

13. For offenders who are incarcerated, we endorse prison education, job training, and other rehabilitative efforts that seek to assist the offender in returning to the community.

14. We demand that the basic human needs of inmates be met: adequate food, water, exercise, health care, and protection against violence in prison and jail. It is inexcusable in this era that prisoners suffer under inhuman situations in many county jails in this state.

15. As a matter of conscience we call for the abolition the death penalty. Until such time as the death penalty is abolished, we call for a moratorium on further executions until it can be ensured that no innocent person would be killed in our names.

16. We support judicial reform that opens up the court system, makes it affordable and convenient to ordinary citizens, and provides for more efficient administration of justice. 

17. We support strong enforcement of DUI laws, coupled with restorative justice methods.

18. We support efforts to prevent violence in schools; however, we oppose blanket “no-tolerance” policies. We support an individualized but fair approach to school discipline. 

19. We endorse federal funding for rape crisis centers and domestic violence shelters. We call for rape and domestic violence prevention and education programs and stiffer sentences for people convicted of domestic violence.

20. Victims’ rights must be guarded and protected. Victim-impact statements are appropriate vehicles for achieving full justice, and restitution should be considered in many cases to ensure victims will not be lost in the complexities of criminal justice.

21. We call for the immediate decriminalization for the possession, distribution, and growing of marijuana.

22. We call for legalization of industrial hemp and all its many uses. Oklahoma farmers need to be able to grow this valuable crop.

23. We believe that the current “war on drugs” has led to increased violence and crime, just as did the prohibition of alcohol in the early part of the 20th century. We call for a complete review of existing drug laws and an end to the war on drugs. 

24. We call for expanding drug counseling and treatment for those who need it. Drug abusers need treatment, not incarceration.

25. We oppose mandatory drug testing.
26. We praise Oklahoma jurisdictions that have implemented “Drug Court” diversion programs. These programs have given thousands of Oklahomans the second chance they need to become productive members of society. We believe these programs should be continued and expanded.

27. We support guaranteed education within prison – G.E.D. courses and college courses as well as skill training and dispute resolution. 
28. We believe that the primary cause of the recent rise in Methamphetamine manufacturing in Oklahoma, is poverty and desperation. We believe the current “get-tough” approach on Meth is a wrong-headed approach. Local and state resources would be better used in improving education and economic development in counties that have high rates of meth manufacturing and use.

 29. The manufacture of Methamphetamines in Oklahoma poses a great environmental and safety danger to our community. We call for enhanced funding for cleanup of meth labs and the imposition of civil liabilities for cleanup costs on those responsible for such manufacturing.

30. People with mental illness need treatment not punishment. They should not be incarcerated in the criminal system.  Mental Health Courts, on the model of Drug Courts, should be implemented to divert mentally ill offenders into treatment.
H. CIVIL AND EQUAL RIGHTS 

The foundation of any democratic society is the exercise of equal human rights coupled with individual responsibility to his or her neighbors. This balance between rights and responsibilities is best found when we provide for maximum participation of all people in the decisions affecting our communities. We, as Greens, are committed to establishing relationships that honor diversity; that support the self-definition and self-determination of all people; and that consciously confront the barriers of racism, sexism, homophobia, class oppression, ageism, and the many ways our culture separates us from working together to define and solve our common problems.

1. As Greens, we uphold the key value of respect for diversity. We are opposed to all forms of discrimination and oppression.

2. We support the right of Americans to seek a fair hearing on any potential claims of reparations for slavery and other forms of institutional racism. 

3. We affirm the right to openly embrace sexual orientation in the intimate choice of who we love. We believe that sexual identity/orientation should not be grounds for discrimination in any area of civic life.

4. We support the repeal of Oklahoma’s sodomy law. The government has no business interfering in the sexual lives of adults.

5. We affirm the right to worship or not to worship as each one chooses.

6. We support affirmative action to the extent necessary to remedy discrimination, to protect constitutional rights and to provide equal opportunity under the law.

7. We favor strong measures to combat official racism in the forms of police brutality and racial profiling directed against people of color. We agree with groups such as Amnesty International, which has recently said that police brutality has reached epidemic levels in the United States and we call for effective monitoring of police agencies to eliminate police brutality and racial profiling. 

8. We condemn District Attorney Wes Lane’s failure to prosecute police officers who beat minority suspects charged with minor crimes.
9. We support effective enforcement of the Voting Rights Act, including language access to voting. 

10. We strongly resist discriminatory English-only pressure groups. We call for a national language policy that would encourage all citizens to be fluent in at least two languages. We oppose any effort to make English the sole official language of Oklahoma.

11. In the interests of both civil rights and public safety, we believe that driver’s license tests should be administered in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, and other languages spoken by a substantial number of state residents.

12. We strongly support the aggressive prosecution of hate crimes.

13. We support the full enforcement of the “Americans with Disabilities Act” to enable all people with disabilities to achieve independence and function at the highest possible level. 

13. Women’s rights must be protected and expanded to guarantee each woman’s right to be a full participant in society: free from sexual harassment, job discrimination or interference in the intensely personal choice about whether to have a child.

14. The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission (EEOC) should actively investigate and prosecute sexual harassment complaints. Women who file complaints must not be persecuted and should be protected under federal and state law. We must enshrine in law the basic principle that women have the same rights as men, and promote gender equality and fairness in the work force to ensure women receive equal pay for jobs of equal worth.

15. Consumers have the right to adequate enforcement of the federal and state consumer protection laws. Health and safety is paramount and we oppose lax or inappropriate regulatory actions.

.
16. Consumers have the right to participate in decisions that affect their lives and protect their interests beyond simply voting on election day. We support the creation of consumer advocacy agencies to act on behalf of consumer interests with regards to legal monopolies and regulated industries.

18. We support legislation to outlaw the use of animals in cosmetics and household product testing; in tobacco and alcohol testing; and in weapons development or other military programs. 

19. We call for reforms to better inform consumers about the products they are buying; and where and how they are made. We endorse the concept of “truth in advertising” including the clear definition of words like “Organic,” “recycled” and “natural.” 

20. We call for the restoration of consumers’ rights to file class actions suits against manufacturers of unsafe products and restrictions on secrecy agreements that act to prevent lawsuits by not revealing damaging information.

21. We support “whistleblower rights” laws.

22. We support a citizen’s right of access to justice. Our system of justice must be made convenient to rich and poor alike. No one should be deprived of  their day in court.

23. We call for the repeal of the Patriot Act and are opposed to the adoption of “Patriot Act II” and other state and national legislation that seeks to undermine our basic Constitution rights. “Homeland Security” should never be an excuse to violate our civil and human rights.

24. We call for the repeal of the following Oklahoma Statutes that are contrary to the US and Oklahoma Constitutions, and the values of a free American society:


21 O.S. 1266.1-1266.11 – Outlaws the Communist Party


21 O.S. 374  - Makes the flying of a red flag a felony

25. We call for the Oklahoma State Legislature to pass a resolution recognizing Canabis as the official state crop.

I. AMERICAN INDIAN ISSUES

American Indians have been an integral part of Oklahoma’s past, present and future, but tragically have suffered exploitation and oppression for much of the last century. As Greens (both of Indian and non-Indian ancestry), we stand up for the inalienable rights of American Indians to self-determination and a righting of the wrongs suffered by them.

1. We recognize both the sovereignty of tribal governments and the government’s trust obligation to Indian people.

2. The federal government must renew its obligation to deal in good faith with American Indians by honoring its treaty obligations, adequately funding tribal programs, affirming the religious rights of American Indians, and respecting land, water and mineral rights within the borders of reservations and traditional lands.

3. We support efforts to broadly reform the BIA to make this vast agency more responsible, and responsive, to tribal governments.

4. We support legal, political, and grassroots efforts by and on behalf of American Indians to protect their traditions, rights, livelihoods, and their sacred spaces. 

5. We support teaching of American Indian languages in public schools, and other efforts to ensure the survival and viability of the many Indian languages spoken in Oklahoma.

6. We support the teaching of Indian languages in public colleges and universities, and the development of full degree programs in American Indian languages.

7. We call for tribal governments to be more accountable to their citizens. Tribal members should be empowered to be full participants in their nation’s affairs. Secrecy and corruption in tribal government is simply unacceptable.

J. IMMIGRATION / EMIGRATION 

Our nation was built with a rich tapestry of immigrants and we must continue to respect the potential contributions and rights of our new immigrants. Our state in particular will likely depend on immigration in the years to come to meet looming critical shortages in key labor areas.

1. Preferential quotas based on race, class, and ideology should be abandoned for immigration policies that promote fairness, non-discrimination and family reunification.  

2. We support policies that reflect our constitutional guarantees of freedoms of speech, association and travel.

3. We find particular attention should be given those minorities who are political exiles and refugees, including Kurds, Tibetans and Haitians.
4. Our relationship with Mexico needs to be given added attention. Our border relations and reciprocal economic opportunities should be a central concern of government that is looking to improved economic, environmental and social conditions for both peoples. We support normalizing immigration by Mexican workers, while insuring their rights as workers will be respected including the enforcement of minimum wage and other labor laws. 

5. We oppose those who seek to divide us for political gain by raising ethnic and racial hatreds, blaming immigrants for social and economic problems.

6. We support both ESL programs and the rights of immigrants to speak their native languages. 

K. HOUSING

1. Decent, affordable housing for every American must be a priority at all levels of government.

2. We hold that government should play an activist role in the availability of housing. A coordinated housing plan that is broad and inclusive should devote resources to non-profit community housing projects, private sector investments and appropriate public housing initiatives that encourage individual ownership over time. 

3. We encourage low-impact, site-specific designs that encourage human-scale development and environmentally sensitive planning. 

4. Pension funds and community development banks can be targeted and can become important sources of new funding. Subsidies, trade-offs with developers, and the creative use of city and county zoning ordinances should be emphasized to increase the affordable housing stock available within local communities depending on need.

5. We call upon local communities to provide for more affordable housing, so that teachers, police and other public servants can afford to live in the communities that they serve.

6. We call for the enactment of legislation that would limit the enforcement of restrictive covenants in land transactions, that serve to prevent development of housing for low-income residents.

7.We oppose the oppressive use of eminent domain to destroy housing in working class neighborhoods, including the planned destruction of historic neighborhoods in Oklahoma City for the construction of a new I-40 cross-town freeway. 

L. NATIONAL SERVICE 

1. We must create new opportunities for citizens to serve their communities. Alternative service to the military should be encouraged. 

2.Oklahoma has a long tradition of public works and art produced by the WPA and CCC, including many of the facilities of the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife refuge, the Kiowa Five murals in Anadarko, and countless other public works. We call for that grand tradition to be reborn with the formation of Oklahoma WPA, which will focus on tasks of public art, environmental education, restoration of damaged habitats, reforestation, and cleaning up polluted waterways. 

3. We unequivocally oppose all forms of military conscription. 

M. TRANSPORTATION

1. We believe that public transportation should take a multi-modal approach. There is no particular conflict between rail and buses. An effective public transit system for a metropolitan area would have both. 

2. For workers who lack access to dependable public transit services, we support efforts to promote and develop carpools and employer-supported vanpool arrangements.

3. We support efforts to increase the use of human power transportation, including: 

(a) The development of bike and walking routes that link residential and commercial areas,

(b) Public subsidies for Pedicab (Bicycle taxi) operators in downtown entertainment districts

(c) The installation of more bicycle racks at all government buildings.

(d) Public subsidies for bicycle racks at private buildings including shopping centers, grocery stores, cultural centers and places of worship.

4. We support continued funding for the state-federal Amtrak line, The Heartland Flyer, and its expansion to Tulsa and Kansas City. We also encourage the state to consider funding a high-speed rail connection between Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

5. We support continued support for the conversion of automobiles from gasoline to CNG fuel on state and private fleets.

